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Flight Simulator Display 
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Elsewhere in the Small Circuits Collection there is an article 
about connecting an LCD to a PC (see ‘LCD Status Display’). 
There is also an article about creating your own options for 
the Microsoft Flight Simulator (see ‘Flight Simulator Exten- 
sions’). We couldn't resist the temptation to combine these 
two subjects. The result is an LC display that shows essen- 
tial information while you are flying with the Microsoft Flight 
Simulator. 

The software for this article is very simple, since most of the 
work has already been done for us by the programmers of 
FSUIPC and Smartie51. The Smartieb1 LCD program can be 
extended using DLLs, and FSUIPC allows us to read data from 
the flight simulator. The only thing we had to do was to write 
a DLL that can read the desired data from the flight simulator 
and pass them to Smartieb1 as necessary. We did this using 
the FSUIPC SDK. 

Naturally, to get everything to work properly you will have to 
install the necessary software, as described in the previously 
mentioned articles. You will also have to place the DLL for this 
article (FSSSmart.dll) in the Smartie plugins folder. The file con- 
fig.ctg belongs in the main folder of Smartied1. Once every- 
thing is properly installed, you’re ready to have fun. 

First, start the flight simulator. After it is fully loaded, you have 





to start Smartied1. If everything is OK, the LCD will now con- 
tinuously display the following information: Alt (altitude), Hdg 
(heading), IAS (indicated air speed) and VS (vertical speed). 
The necessary files, including the source code, can be down- 
loaded from the Elektor Electronics website (www.elektor-elec- 
tronics.co.uk) under number 034056-11, see month of publica- 
tion. The design of the software is simple, so people with a bit 
of experience with Delphi can easily extend the program to dis- 
play other flight simulator data. If you want to do this, it’s a 
good idea to also download the FSUIPC SDK, which can be 
found at the following site: www.schiratti.com/dowson.html. 
(034056-1) 


